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Synopsis

Like every other kid in his class, Joe Stoscack has to write a report on an African American who’s
made an important contribution to society. Unlike every other kid in his class, Joe has a special
talent: with the help of old baseball cards, he can travel through time. So for his report, Joe decides
to go back to meet one of the greatest baseball players ever, Jackie Robinson, to find out what it
was like to be the man who broke baseball’s color barrier. Joe plans on writing a prize-winning
report. But he doesn’t plan on a trip that will for a short time change the color of his skin -- and
forever change his view of history and his definition of 01-02 Golden Sower Award Masterlist (YA
Cat.) and 00 Pennsylvania Keystone to Reading Book Award (Intermed. Cat.)Like every other kid in
his class, Joe Stoshack has to write a report on an African American who’s made an important
contribution to society. Unlike every other kid in his class, Joe has a special talent: with the help of
old baseball cards, he can travel through time. So for his report, Joe decides to go back to meet one
of the greatest baseball players ever, Jackie Robinson, to find out what it was like to be the man
who broke baseball’s color barrier. Joe plans on writing a prize-winning report. But he doesn’t plan
on a trip that will for a short time change the color of his skin--and forever change his view of history

and his definition of courage.
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Customer Reviews

For my book report | chose to read a book about Jackie Robinson. This book was entitled Jackie &
Me, written by Dan Gutman.In this booki, s introduction, Joe Stoshack explains that he has a very
special talent. When Joe holds a baseball card in his hands he can travel back in time. Later in the
book, this talent becomes very useful when Joe has to write a history report on an African-American
who made the world a better place. For his report, Joe decides to go back in time to meet Jackie
Robinson. He wanted to meet Jackie because he loved sports and knew a great deal about
baseball. Joe also wanted to understand what it felt like to be the first black man in professional
baseball.Joe leaves Louisville, Kentucky, and is transported back into Jackiei;, s time. He soon
arrives in front of Macyi;, s in New York, on April 14th, 1947 and finds he has become black. Joe
was soon introduced to Jackie. Joe was invited to sleep on Jackiei;, s couch because Joe helped
a good friend of Jackiei;, s after he had been attacked with a broken bottle. Eventually, Joe is
accidentally made a batboy for the Brooklyn Dodgers, Jackie Robinsoni;, s team. At first, Joe was
nervous and scared that he was a black kid. He was treated badly by the white boys. He soon
learned how difficult it was to be a black person, and how badly it feels to be made fun of for being
black.Joe soon understands the pain and frustration Jackie felt being a black man among all white
team-mates. Jackie was sent threatening letters, called bad names, and treated very rudely and
unkindly. Jackie Robinson was brave and strong, he refused to fight back and he refused to quit.
The other players didn’t want to be Jackie’s friend, and they often ignored him altogether. One day,

Pee Wee Reese started joking with Jackie.
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